CHAPTER II

SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

Swami Abhedananda did not mix with his
students as freely as some of the other Swamis
have done. It is true he held social meetings
where the students could freely talk and mix with
him and he gave one hour each week to meeting
personal enquiries, but by nature he was always
more or less reserved and in private life he was
not easily accessible. He insisted on a certain
amount of privacy. This was probably wise and
necessary on his part. He gave himself heart
and soul to his work and he needed hours of
solitude to prosecute his studies and to prepare
his carefully thought-out lectures free from out-
side disturbances. But one could always be
assured of his ready assistance, his sympathy
and encouragement when one made it a point to
approach him.

I rarely visited the Swami in his own rooms
but on many occasions I found it possible to have
very close and intimate talks with him, when he
would give me most valuable advice,

In years there cannot have been much differ-
ence between us. The Swami may be my senior
by five or six years at the most. But I regarded
him as wise and loving father, a guide who
understood my struggles and difficulties and I
felt that he loved me as a son. I was exceed-
ingly happy to have found a teacher who had